
Hotlinewasa
INSIDE THIS ISSUE

STAY CURRENT:

NOVEMBER 2016

• WASA BOARD MINUTES IN 
BRIEF ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

• WASA SUPERINTENDENTS 
COMPONENT MEETING ........2

• FOCUS ON EDUCATION—
NOVEMBER KICKOFF ........ . . .2

• ARE YOU CONNECTED TO 
WASA? ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

• UPCOMING CONFERENCES & 
WORKSHOPS ......... . . . . . . . . . . . .3

• WASA PROFESSIONAL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM .......3

• BILL’S BLOG ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

• WELCOME TO WASA’S 
NEWEST DIAMOND LEVEL 
SPONSOR: INSPIRUS CREDIT 
UNION ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

• WASA REGION 111 NEW 
ADMINISTRATOR RECEPTION ..4

• WORLD OF 7 BILLION VIDEO 
CONTEST.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

• SIRS SALARY SURVEY 
TIMELINE ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

• WHO’S TELLING YOUR STORY: 
QUILCENE SCHOOL WINS 
AWARD AS A SCHOOL OF 
OPPORTUNITY.......... . . . . . . . . . . .5

• AASA CORNER ......... . . . . . . . . . . .5

• WANT TO TELL  
YOUR STORY?.......... . . . . . . . . . .5

• REGION EVENTS—NOVEMBER 
& DECEMBER ......... . . . . . . . . . . . .6 

From the President

Lois Davies 
2016–17 WASA 

President

Dear Colleagues:

November is here, and it is time 
to join together in “Focus on 
Education” activities. This year, 
we are working hard to have 
one voice. We want to work 
together “in a unified, persistent 
voice, to hold the Legislature 
accountable for delivering on 
the state’s ‘paramount duty’ to 

provide ample funding for all K–12 children.” Our 
role is to “educate and enlist the local community, 
business leaders, education advocates, and 
policymakers to advocate for public schools.” 

In North Central Washington, our regional 
message continues to be “your support for public 
schools is changing lives.” The newspapers and 
radio stations team with us to share our messages. 
We record our students’ voices to run as public 
service announcements. The students have an 
opportunity to tell compelling stories and to 
share how support of public schools is making a 
difference in their lives. Listeners are then invited 
to visit and see for themselves the great things 
going on in their schools. 

“Telling our Stories” is a positive way to 
communicate with stakeholders the encouraging 
progress each district is making to engage students 
in owning their learning. As districts communicate 
with their voters, legislators, staff, parents, and 
students, they can highlight the great work their 
districts have been doing. Special events bring 
communities into schools. A few of the events 
shared with me include open house tours, dinners 
of gratitude, student led conferences, math nights 
with hands on activities where adults and kids dress 
in costumes, and bingo nights.   

Thank each of you who responded to the 
Department of Education’s request to complete 
their survey.  We invited you through WASA, 
AWSP, and the Rural Education Center to share 
your thoughts. Washington State had 331 surveys 
completed. The published findings are included in 
Insight • The Northwest Region: A Report Identifying 
and Addressing the Region’s Educational Needs, 
http://www2.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/rac/
northwest-region.pdf. Bill Keim noted, “There 
are some jewels in the Appendices, including the 
table below (Table 18 on p. A-12), which provides 
a good argument against our current certification 
rules that seem to be discouraging teachers coming 
to Washington from out of state.” 

continued on page 2
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http://twitter.com/wasa_oly
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Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Twitter for information on upcoming 
conferences and workshops, legislative news and updates, and school news. 

ARE YOU 
CONNECTED TO 

WASA?

F    cus on Education
November Kickoff
This November marks the sixth year of the Focus on Education 
campaign. School districts have used this campaign to showcase 
the great things happening in their schools through tours and 
talks provided to community members, legislators, and key 
communicators. In the past, the focus has been to highlight the 
great learning taking place in Washington schools. Given the critical 
role the 2017 Legislative Session will play in resolving the McCleary 
decision, the WASA Board felt we should focus our resources this 
year on that issue. To that end, we have created talking points with 
several backup documents designed to help you tell your local 
story about the impact of McCleary. Those Focus on Education 
documents can be found at http://bit.ly/2eExXoT. 

WASA Executives would also like to attend some of the school tours 
and share district pictures, materials, and experiences from your 
outreach event(s). Please contact Tricia McCosh at pmccosh@wasa-
oly.org if you have information/materials to share.

WASA Superintendents Component 
Meeting
The Superintendents Component meeting, held in conjunction 
with the annual WSSDA Conference, is scheduled for Friday, 
November 18, 2016, at the Spokane Doubletree Hotel. The 
meeting will be held in the Grand Ballroom, Salon IV/V from 
7:30–9 a.m. Randy Russell, superintendent of Freeman School 
District and WASA Superintendents Component chair, will 
facilitate. 

During the meeting, Washington’s 2017 Superintendent of the 
Year (SOY) will be announced. Washington’s SOY will also be a 
candidate for the National Superintendent of the Year award which 
will be announced at the AASA National Conference on Education 
in New Orleans, Louisiana, March 2–4.

And the national summary, Insight • Identifying and Addressing 
Regional Needs: A Cross-Regional Advisory Committee Analysis can be 
found at: http://www2.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/rac/final-cross-
rac-report.pdf.

Enjoy your fall activities with gratitude. Educators in public 
education are “Everyday Heroes.” There is much to celebrate in the 
stories we continue to gather of courage and compassion. Thank you 
for the many ways your districts provide for the students they serve.  

continued from page 1

 

WASA Board Minutes in Brief—
October 10, 2016
The Board approved the following:

• WASA’s 2016–17 Final Budget
• WASA’s 2016–17 Goals, Action Steps, and Tasks
• WASA’s 2017 Revised Legislative Platform
• Partnership with Forecast5
• Consent Calendar (Conference Financials and June 25, 2016, 

Board Meeting Minutes)

Presentation/discussion/information items included:

• Report on Focus on Education—November Kickoff
• Update on New Procedures in Collecting AASA Membership 

Dues
• Update on Pending Legal School Issues (McCleary, Dorn 

Lawsuit, Charter Schools)
• Report on School Communications Assistance Network 

(SCAN) 
• Potential Educational Leadership Campus at Capital ESD 113
• Presentation by Forecast5
• Update on ESSA
• Reports by WASA Assistant Executive Directors
• Reports by WASA Liaison

https://www.facebook.com/wasaoly
http://twitter.com/wasa_oly
http://bit.ly/2eExXoT
mailto:pmccosh%40wasa-oly.org?subject=
mailto:pmccosh%40wasa-oly.org?subject=
http://www2.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/rac/final-cross-rac-report.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/rac/final-cross-rac-report.pdf
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Upcoming Conferences & Workshops
2017 ERNN CONFERENCE

February 10–11 | Red Lion Hotel, Olympia
Registration opens November 16.

2017 WASA/WSSDA/WASBO LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE

February 12–13 | South Puget Sound Community College and 
Capitol Campus, Olympia
Housing and registration opens November 9.

2017 AASA NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON EDUCATION

March 2–4 | Ernest N. Morial Convention Center, New Orleans, LA

2017 WASA SMALL SCHOOLS CONFERENCE

March 13–14 | Wenatchee Convention Center, Wenatchee 
Registration opens January 11. 

2017 WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

April 29 | Campbell’s Resort, Chelan 
Registration opens February 28. 

2017 WASA SUPERINTENDENT WORKSHOP

April 30–May 2 | Campbell’s Resort, Chelan

2017 WASA/AWSP/WSSDA EQUITY CONFERENCE

May 24 | Location TBD, SeaTac

2017 WASA/AWSP SUMMER CONFERENCE

June 25–27 | Spokane Convention Center, Spokane 
Housing and registration open January 17. 

RETURN TO PAGE 1

See Executive Director Bill Keim’s most recent post regarding the accountability system 
proposals being developed as part of the state’s ESSA plan. The post can be found at http://
billsblog-wasa.weebly.com. Bill updates his blog regularly, so check back often for association 
news, information on education issues, and education success stories.

BILL’S
BLOG

2017 WASA NEW SUPERINTENDENT WORKSHOP

July 24–25 | Location TBD, Olympia

2017 WASA/OSPI SPECIAL EDUCATION WORKSHOP

July 31–August 2 | Tacoma

WASA SUPERINTENDENT AND CFO WORKSHOP

September 27 | Location TBD

2017 WASA FALL CONFERENCE

October 10 | Location TBD

WASA Professional Assistance 
Program 
WASA places a high priority on supporting its members 24 hours 
a day. WASA executives are experienced, professional colleagues 
who are available to advise members on personal and professional 
matters in situations related to their roles as education leaders. 

Through the WASA Professional Assistance Program, active, state 
WASA members are eligible to access: 

• Advice and Legal Counsel
• Legal Services
• Ethics Assistance
• Conflict Intervention
• Contract Review
• Mentorships
• Career Counseling
• Retirement Counseling

If you have any questions about the WASA Professional Assistance 
Program, please contact John Dekker or Andy Wolf.  

John can be reached at 360.489.3653 or at jdekker@wasa-oly.org.

Andy can be reached at 360.489.3646 or at awolf@wasa-oly.org.

http://billsblog-wasa.weebly.com
http://billsblog-wasa.weebly.com
mailto:jdekker%40wasa-oly.org?subject=
mailto:awolf%40wasa-oly.org?subject=
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WASA Region 111 New 
Administrator Reception

WASA Region 111 held a reception for new administrators as 
an opportunity to socialize and network with each other and 
current members. This year’s reception was particularly creative as 
it included a skit, performed by regional leaders, to describe the 
benefits of WASA membership.

Roll-out survey forms: January 9, 2017
Deadline for return of completed forms: February 13, 2017
Release data: March 30, 2017

SIRS SALARY 
SURVEY 

TIMELINE

Welcome to WASA’s Newest 
Diamond Level Sponsor: 
Inspirus Credit Union

Inspirus Credit Union is a financial services organization valued 
most for its contributions to education. Their social-responsibility 
focus allows credit union members and employees to interact with 
one another through their mission—a passion for education—by 
supporting school partnerships, programs, and individual students.

Inspirus employees do good things for the education community 
by donating their time, talents, and dollars to support students, 
educators, and schools. Each year, they volunteer more than 1,000 
hours in programs such as DECA, a marketing-education club 
for high school students interested in business, and Weekend 
SnackPack Programs, which provides ready-to-eat food to students 
when school-provided meals are not available. As different as they 
are, all Inspirus-sponsored programs support students’ educational 
journeys towards someday achieving their full potential: teachers, 
store owners, scientists, and community leaders.

Inspirus understands that a passion for education exists beyond 
the schoolyard. That’s why, in 2015, they opened membership to 
all Washingtonians who share their values and have a passion for 
education. That expansion allows Inspirus to give even more of their 
net earnings back to education each year. They are now the largest 
financial institution in Washington that includes “giving back to 
education” as part of its mission.

Inspirus ensures that members do well by offering many of the 
state’s best interest rates and returns on deposits. That is made 
possible thanks to their compassionate and conscientious members 
who embrace low-cost service delivery with shared branches, 
ATMs, and online and mobile banking. Inspirus takes advantage 
of the latest technology which allows members to bank when—and 
where—they want. As a not-for-profit, the credit union answers 
only to its members, so the more that is saved, the more members 
save.

World of 7 Billion Video Contest
Back by popular demand, the World of 7 Billion student video 
contest can help bring technology and creativity into middle school 
high school classes. The contest challenges students to create a short 
(60 seconds or less) video illustrating the connection between world 
population growth and one of three global challenges: either climate 
change, ocean health, or rapid urbanization. Students can win up 
to $1,000 and their teachers will receive free curriculum resources. 
The contest deadline is February 23, 2017. Full contest guidelines, 
resources for research, past winners, and more can be found at 
https://www.worldof7billion.org/student-video-contest/.

https://www.worldof7billion.org/student-video-contest/
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Quilcene School Wins Award as a 
School of Opportunity

Quilcene School District is one of 20 schools across the nation 
recognized this year as a School of Opportunity, a designation by 
the National Education Policy Center of University of Colorado for 
schools that have excelled at creating learning opportunities for all 
students.

Forty-seven percent of the K–12 school’s 285 students are 
economically disadvantaged, according to the National Education 
Policy Center.

Inclusive practices include having students with disabilities attend 
classes just like every other student rather than being separated into 
special education classrooms. Quilcene also has a high number of 
students participating in activities. According to Principal Dr. Gary 
Stebbins, out of 80 high school students, 50 are athletes. The school 
also has implemented a new program called the Apollo program, 
which allows students a selection of activities to participate in during 
the middle of the day as a break from the classroom.

Kudos to Quilcene School District for the national recognition! 

“Those who tell the stories, rule the world.”
native american proverb AASA National Conference on Education

The 2017 AASA National Conference on Education is 
being held in New Orleans, Louisiana, on March 2–4. The 
conference will focus on seven major themes:

• Common Core Standards and Assessments
• Superintendent/School Board Relationships
• Personalizing Education
• Leadership
• Instructional Leadership
• Innovative Technology
• Healthy School Environments

Key topics and learning areas include: Curriculum and 
Instruction, Leadership for Equity, Digitizing Education, 
Personalizing Education, Equity in Children’s Initiatives, 
Principal Supervisor Initiatives, and Superintendent/School 
Board Relationships.

To register, go to http://nce.aasa.org/registration-fees/.

Final Week for AASA ESSA Call to Action
All comments in response to USED’s proposed regulations 
on the ‘supplement, supplant’ provision of Title I of ESSA are 
due by November 7 (November 1 if you want the advocacy 
team to file for you). Noelle Ellerson and her team remain 
very appreciative of the effort by ALL state affiliate executive 
directors to submit a joint letter, and ask that you continue to 
push the call to action out to your members. Full details are 
available on the blog.

AASA President-Elect Candidates
Please share the link below with members in your state. 
Clicking on the link takes you to the candidate page on AASA’s 
website where members will find photos, quotes, biographical 
information, and a link to each candidate’s video. This page 
will be updated periodically.

http://www.aasa.org/2017-Candidates.aspx

C O R N E R

Public education has never been better. WASA is looking for stories on the great learning and 
teaching taking place in our Washington schools. To “Tell Your Story,” please send information, 
pictures, materials, etc., to Tricia McCosh at pmccosh@wasa-oly.org. 

WANT TO TELL 
YOUR STORY? 

http://www.quilcene.wednet.edu/
http://nce.aasa.org/registration-fees/
http://www.aasa.org/policy-blogs.aspx?id=40349&blogid=84002
http://www.aasa.org/2017-Candidates.aspx
mailto:pmccosh%40wasa-oly.org?subject=
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
360.943.5717 / 800.859.9272 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
360.489.3641 / 360.352.2043 (fax)

• Bill Keim, Executive Director 
bkeim@wasa-oly.org

• Marilee Jensen, Executive Assistant 
mjensen@wasa-oly.org

• Talina Davis, Office Assistant 
tdavis@wasa-oly.org

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 
360.489.3642

• Dan Steele, Assistant Executive Director
dsteele@wasa-oly.org

• Sheila Chard, Administrative Assistant 
schard@wasa-oly.org

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING  
& MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 
360.489.3640 / 360.352.6873 (fax)

• Helene Paroff, Assistant Executive Director 
hparoff@wasa-oly.org

• Jamie Chylinski, Professional  
Learning Coordinator 
jchylinski@wasa-oly.org

• Lisa Gehman, Professional Learning/
Membership Assistant 
lgehman@wasa-oly.org

• Tricia McCosh, Communications 
pmccosh@wasa-oly.org

ACCOUNTING 
360.489.3643 / 360.352.2043 (fax)

• Eve Johnson, Accountant 
ejohnson@wasa-oly.org

ADMINISTRATIVE OPERATIONS 
360.489.3653

• John Dekker, Assistant Executive Director 
jdekker@wasa-oly.org

360.489.3646
• Andy Wolf, Assistant Executive Director 

awolf@wasa-oly.org

2016–17 WASA OFFICERS 
President: Lois Davies, Pateros
President-elect: Steve Webb, Vancouver 
Past President: Frank Hewins, Franklin Pierce 
Secretary: Larry Francois, ESD 189 
Treasurer: Corine Pennington, Puyallup

RETURN TO PAGE 1

Region Events—November & December
Many WASA regions conduct monthly gatherings and/or provide activity reports in conjunction with ESD meetings 

(not listed below).

REGION 101  PRESIDENT—GENE SEMENTI
Dec. 1, 8:30 a.m.–1 p.m. General Member Meeting, NEWESD 

101, Spokane

REGION 105  PRESIDENT—LINDA MARTIN
Nov. 10, 8–11:30 a.m. General Member Meeting, Topic: 

Technology Integration, ESD 105, 
Yakima

Dec. 15, 8–11:30 a.m. General Member Meeting, Topic: 
Growth Mindset Applications, ESD 
105, Yakima

REGION 108  PRESIDENT—CHARLES BURLEIGH
Nov. 4, 12 p.m. General Member Meeting, ESD 189, 

Anacortes

REGION 109  PRESIDENT—MIKE JOHNSON
Dec. 1, 11:30 a.m.–2 p.m. Professional Learning, Topic: 

Negotiations/ERNN, Arlington High 
School Performing Arts Center, 
Arlington

REGION 110  PRESIDENT—TRACI PIERCE
Dec. 16, 12–1:30 p.m. General Member Meeting, Topic: 

Legislative Update, Puget Sound ESD, 
Renton

REGION 111  PRESIDENT—CHRISTINE MOLONEY
Dec. 2, 7:30 a.m. General Member Meeting, ESSA 

Implementation, Fife District Office, 
Fife

REGION 112  PRESIDENT—MIKE STROMME
Nov. 4, 10 a.m.–12 p.m. General Member Meeting, ESD 112, 

Vancouver

REGION 113  PRESIDENT—KIM FRY
Nov. 15, 8–9:30 a.m. General Member Meeting, Capital ESD 

113, Tumwater

REGION 114  PRESIDENT—DANA ROSENBACH
Nov. 4, 9 a.m.–12 p.m. General Member Meeting, ESD 114, 

Room 202, Bremerton
Dec. 9, 9 a.m.–12 p.m. General Member Meeting, ESD 114, 

Room 202, Bremerton

REGION 171  PRESIDENT—ISMAEL VIVANCO
Nov. 10, 9:30 a.m.–12 p.m. General Member Meeting, Topic: 

ESSA State Plan Update/Focus 
on Education, North Central ESD, 
Wenatchee
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